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Big Announcement/Tease 


What a time to come on board the best 
line of comics in the world! Over the 
past couple months, while settling into 
my new assistant editor position, Denny, 
Scott—who is now a full Editor—and 1 
have been working like ducks (uh, that's 
“dogs,” Buford) on a major surprise. 
Several, really. 

First, three facts: 1) The Batman 
titles arguably claim the best writers 
and artists working in the comics busi- 
ness today; 2) These creators are work- 
ing on the all-time greatest characters 
in the comics biz; and 3) the big five-oh- 
oh of this title is fast approaching. Put 
the facts together and what do you get? 

We put the challenge to our creators: 
build a storyline worthy of your 
immense collective genius, one that will 
irrevocably shake up the status quo, 
something 80 big that it will encompass 
‘most of our existing Bat-books—or more 
(hint hint)—to tell it, | 

Their reaction? Try to hold us back! 

Thus begins "Knightfall.” This epic 
will not be told in a graphic novel. It will 
not be found in a miniseries. No, the 
action will be right here, every month in 
BATMAN, in DETECTIVE and—very 
soon—in, shall we say, “other” monthly 
books. 

Batman is going where he has never 
been before...be prepared. 


Dear Bat-Signal 

‘A lot of people have been writing to you 
lately to comment on how good the covers 
of BATMAN have been. Every Batman 
cover I've seen has indeed been excellent. 
For instance, the cover of BATMAN #486 
was superb. The way Batman was gliding 
over Black Mask made a terrific effect. 
Also, the buildings were drawn with such 
detail that you wouldn't think anyone 
would put so much effort into one cover. 

You should make a comics series with 
just Robin in it. 


Matthew Minehan 
Padstow Heights, N.S.W. 
Austre 


It in never too late to thank Michael 
Golden for not only rendering many of the 
past year's too-outstanding-to-believe cov- 
ers but for also coloring them in his inim- 
itable and unparalleled style. Michael is 
taking a break from doing our covers for a 
while (translation: write in and demand 
his return), but we think we found a cou- 
ple of guys to fill the void he has left. The 
first was newcomer Travis Charest whose 
work graced the cover of this issue and 
graces the interior of THE DARKSTARS 
each and every month. Let me know if you 
want to see more of him around these 
parts. As you probably already realized, 
next up on cover duty is Kelley Jones, (Did 
I say—write, type—Kelley Jones? You!) 
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Dear Scott, 

There is no doubt in my mind: that old 
Moench charm is coming back. BATMAN 
#486 was an excellent issue. I'm now cer- 
tain that only good things will be coming 
to this title, 

Doug wrote an interesting story, equal 
to the great stories he wrote some years 
back in BATMAN. While Metalhead isn't 
exactly, uh, top villain material, he pre- 
sented yet another new challenge for the 
Batman to oppose. The continuing story 
with Black Mask also looks to be great. I 
like the way that this comic is developing 
one big story are through each issue's self- 
contained stories, 

Doug's interpretation of the Batman in 
this issue was quite well done. This 
Batman reminds me of the one from Marv 
Wolfman and George Pérez’s “A Lonely 
Place of Dying.” This is a Batman who is 
determined to stop crime at all costs, a 
Batman who is willing to inflict upon him- 
self all sorts of torture. 

Alfred’s talk with Tim Drake 
brilliant on Doug's part. While 
doesn't employ Tim Drake as actively as 
Chuck Dixon does, he does tell us about 
‘Tim's relationship with his dad while also 
giving us some compelling scenes of him 
in the Batcave. 

I really hope that this keeps up, 
because BATMAN is returning to great- 
ness. It will be good to see how Batman 
recuperates from his battle with 
Metalhead next issue, 

The look of Jim Aparo's art/lettering 
combination also brought this comic back 
to a golden (or silver) age. This comic may 
not look as modern as SHADOW OF THE 
BAT, but I think that the classic look 
works. In fact, it works incredibly. Jim 
will always be the Batman artist to beat. 
While I greatly enjoy Norm Breyfogle's 
work—he's about tied with Jim—Jim’s 
look defined Batman in the first place, 
and always will. The rendition of Robin is 
the only thing I have a slight problem 
with, Jim is perfectly able to draw 
Grayson or Todd, but his Drake doesn't 
Took as good as, say, Tom Lyle's or Norm's 
does. Aside from that, the art was perfec, 
Jim draws the definitive Alfred. 

‘The covers of late have been excellent, 
‘The only improvement would be a new logo 

Joey Marchese 
Union, NJ 


Yeah, Jim does draw the definitive Alfred, 
doesn't he? 1 also think he draws a one-of- 
a-kind, hilarious Sergeant Bullock. 

The only problem with the logo I can 
wsibly come up with is that it (unavoid- 
ably) masks part of our gorgeous covers. 
But that, as they say, is comicsbiz. People 
have to know what they are buying. 


oe 


Dear Batman and Robin, 

I really liked issue #486. Batman, why 
don't you use Robin more often to help 
fight? I, myself, like Batman, but my little 
brother really likes Robin. I watch 


Batman: The Animated Series every day. 
I've not missed one episode except one. I 
hope you find Black Mask. Me and my 
friend talk about you all the time. His 
name is Jeff, 


Steve Erriman 
Smithville, TN 
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Denny and Scott, 

BATMAN #486 was terrifying, 

T've never seen Batman 80 obsessed, 60 
intense, not even in THE DARK KNIGHT 
RETURNS. This issue was another chap- 
ter in the continuing Black Mask story- 
line, and I thank Doug Moench for giving 
this title what it needed—a real story of 
more than two parts. 

As I said before, Batman was actually 
scary in this issue, more of an inhuman 
machine serving justice than the intelligent 
crime-fighter he normally is. Everyone goes 
off the deep end once in a while, but when 
someone as stoic and unemotional the 
Batman takes that leay 

I've really been enjoying Jim Aparo's 
work since he started inking it himself, . 
I don’t like to shoot off my big mouth, 
because I can't ink worth a darn, but I dis- 
liked Mike DeCarlo’s work on this title. 
He made Jim's figures stiff, his back- 
grounds stale. 

Before I go, I heartily agree with Justin 
Weddle in the letterco!—let's see an entire 
issue photographed by Tom Taggart. Also, 
let's see GOTHAM NIGHTS I. 

Mike Leonard 
Cherry Tree, PA 


John Ostrander and Mary Mitchell are 
hard at work creating GOTHAM NIGHTS 
II, Believe you me, it is worth the wait! 

Your comments about Jim's art raise an 
interesting subject. In Jim's long and 
illustrious illustrating career, his pencils 
have, to my knowledge, been inkea by only 
two peopie other than himself—Frank 
Giacoia and Mike DeCarlo. I know for a 
fact that some of the beat inkers in the 
business have long yearned for a crack at 
inking an issue of Jim Aparo. I put it to 
you readers—should Denny and I invite 
‘some of them to finally do so? 
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Dear Bat-Signals, 

T have just recently started reading your 
comics and I must say that out of the few I 
have read, BATMAN #486, “Metalhead,” 
wasn definite number one! We finally get to 
see Batman when he is not the absolutely 
perfect person. We also get to see a growing 
friendship between Alfred and Robin, 

Now for some questions. Why did the 
first Robin (Dick Grayson) become 
Nightwing? How did the second Robin 
(Jason Todd) get killed by the Joker? 
Finally, how did Batman find the third 
Robin (Tim Drake)? 


Thanks very much for providing me 
with great comics every two weeks. Keep 


‘em coming. 
Heather Derflinger 
Linthicum, MD 


Heather is one of only two females to write 
us this month. While she is certainly a ter- 
rific representative of female Bat-fans 
everywhere, I would like to hear from 
‘some others, too! Whaddya say? 

To answer your questions in order, 
Heather: 

I. Dick Grayson struck out on his own 
after Batman, citing the inherent dangers 
involved for someone s0 young to be fight- 
ing crime, forbade him to continue being 
Robin. Dick left him and co-founded the 
New Titans. Eventually he created his 
Nightwing identity to further separate 
himself from his former mentor. 

2, Jason Todd died trying to save his 
mother from the Joker's bomb. 

3, Batman did not find Tim Drake, Tim 
Drake found Batman, by way of Dick 
Grayson. 

To learn more, check out the trade 
paperbacks A DEATH IN THE FAMILY 
and A LONELY PLACE OF DYING, 
which collect the full stories chronicling 
Jason's untimely death and Tim's rise to 
Robinhood. 
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Dear Editor, 

The only thing I disliked about BATMAN 
#486 was the cover. It must have been the 
result of poor planning. When Batman is in 
a swell fight scene, you should not show 
Kim with his back to the “camera.” Takes 
all the impact out of the scene. 

‘The issue should once again quiet those 
who say that Doug Moench writes a 
“wimpy” Batman. The version we see here 
is intense to the point where we can see 
the tongues of flame coming out of his 
ears and mouth. 

Allow me to add something to Alfred's 
armchair psychology, If Batman's reason 
for establishing his career was to 
the death of his parents, then h 
have been able to find some measure of 
peace after Joe Chill was caught and pun- 
ished for his crimes. But he didn't. I reason 
that this is because he feels he failed to 
protect his parents when he was a 
child—hence, his obsession in thi 
and others with “failure” (or presumed fail- 
ure). So, he goes out every night, the same 
scene replaying over and over in his mind, 
determined that this time he'll “succeed.” 

When I first saw Metalhead, I thought, 
“Moench and Aparo have been seeing too 
many Clive Barker movies. I'l bet his real 
Spike.” But I would like to 
in. That suit of his, despite 
ictory, turned out to be a near- 
perfect anti-Batman weapon. Rule Number 
One is not to let Batman get in close quar- 
ters with you. 

Also, this guy's got excellent long-dit 
ties wonpenry and & very nasty attitate, 
And when you get right down to it, 
Metalhead was the smart one to go home 
and get some sleep, 

Now, a suggestion. The Superman titles 
are doing great business with the “Baldy 
Awards.” So, may I suggest a similar 
award for Batman lettercols—the Harvey 
Award. If you like the letter, you send half 
the award. And if you like another letter 
written by the same person, you send 
them the other half of the award. 

Charles D. Brown 
Brentwood, NY 


Don't push your luck, Chuck. 


Dear Denny and Scott, 
1 just read “Metalhead” for the third 
time, I felt that there was something spe- 
cial about thi that it was one of 
those rare, more- 
‘The cover, for starters, is 
action taking place in an eerie nighttime 
only Jim Aparo can 


ly 
er/artiat team! The large upper panel on 
page three, showing Metalhead's dramatic 
first appearance in the dingy, sleazy, 
smoke-filled underworld haunt, is abso- 
lutely stupendous and has maximum dra- 
matic effect. This is what all Batman 
comics should be like. 
dis quite an original villain, 
jack figure, spiky head 
sh fixed to the top of his ‘il 
riking appearance. Jim Aparo 

p, tough and dynamic 
‘ecognized as one of the 
best professional comics artists for good 
reason. Doug Moench writes a stressed- 
out, realistic Batman who bleeds and feels 
pain, One moment he's exhausted, then 
suddenly he doesn't feel tired anymore, 
Great stuff. Keep it coming. 

John Miller 


Edinburgh, Scotland 
“Striking appearance’—ha ha hal I get it! 
And you thought Jim Aparo draws a 
“sharp” Batman! Hee hee hee! 
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Dear Bat-Signals, 

Metalhead is a very cool character for 
Batman to beat up on. 

I want to know why he hates comedians, 

Batman is one of my favorite super- 
heroes and always has been. 

Thave one complaint—Tim Drake a.k.a, 
Robin. Get rid of him some way. Kill him, 
make him move to another country, do 
‘something! 

Long live Batman! 

Leonora Vuser-Schutz 
New York, NY 


PS. More Catwoman, please! 


Thope I never get on Leonora’s bad side! 


I thought the odds against 
me were too great. I hope I can make it 
into the comics, I thought BATMAN #486, 
“Metalhead,” was terrific. I enjoyed seeing 
the true obsessive nature of the n 
in this issue. When will Clayface and 
Riddler appear in the series’ 

Stephen Smith 
Cincinnati, OH 


Hope you enjoyed seeing a completely dif 
ferent Riddler than we have ever seen 
before in our last isaue, Stephen. Clayface? 
Ah yes, Clayface, heh heh heh... 

The odds of getting printed are “great,” 
though not “against” you, Stephen. 
Nevertheless, you should not be deceived 
by how “easily” you got into this lettercol. 
Tm being a big softy this issue, this being 
‘my first time at Bat (Signals). Next issue 
am going to get a lot tougher. Yeah! 

Right now, though, am going to have 
my dinner, some of Charles D. Brown's 
aforementioned “tongues of flame"—in a 
lovely tomato sauce, just like my Nana 
used to make. Yum! 

MTGGLF, 


Jordan B. Gorfinkel 
—It was just a scratch! 


Say, did I happen to mention that we have 
big plans for Batman this year? BIG plans! 


SPECIAL PLUG: If you have not yet 
picked up BATMAN: SEDUCTION OF 
‘THE GUN, please do so. This one-shot 
special (no pun intended) has garnered a 
lot of unexpected but well-deserved 
media attention because of its timely, 
frank treatment of a very serious and 
nsitive subject, teenage gun abuse. 
It is written by John Ostrander of 
GOTHAM NIGHTS fame and drawn by 
Vince Giarrano, artist of the latest story 
are in SHADOW OF THE BAT. It is 
undoubtedly the most powerful story: 
telling of the year. (A special letters sec- 
tion responding to SEDUCTION will 
appear soon in Bat-Signals,) 


IN DETECTIVE "Prelude to Knightfall,” 
begun here in BATMAN, continues. Two 
of Gotham's wealthiest businessmen are 
dead and Lucius Fox will follow unless 
in, Robin and Azrael can in 
vene in time! It’s a race against the 
clock in DETECTIVE COMICS #658 by 
Chuck “Buzz” Dixon, Michael Netzer 
and Scott Hanna. 


IN THE SHADOW looms the psychopath 
Kadaver. He is dying and plans to take 
Gotham with him! And just what is the 
Human Flea? Alan Grani, Vince Giarrano 
and Tiger the Dog’s flea powder tell all in 
SHADOW OF THE BAT #11. 


IN ADVENTURES, Killer Croc takes 
on the only man ever to beat him—the 
hired muscle of the gangster Batman 
wants to take down! THE BATMAN 
ADVENTURES #7 is brought to you by 
Kelley Puckett, Mike Parobeck and 
Rick Burchett and is not to be missed, 
(For those of you living in the Sahara 
for the past six months, THE BATMAN 
ADVENTURES is a series based on the 
hit Fox-TV series and is the funkiest, 
title on the comics rack. Get with the 
program and buy this comic!) 


IN THIRTY DAYS: “Knightfall,” Part 
One. Mad Hatter is the first of the 


Arkham Asylum escapees to strike...by 
throwing a tea party for Batmar 


Freak’s face. The gruesome turnout 
BATMAN #492 by Doug Moench and fe 
tures a special return engagement of 
Norm Breyfogle! 


‘This issue's cover was beautifully ren- 
dered by Kelley Jones and colored by Bob 
Le Rose. Special thanks to Ann Diament 
for her help with sorting jue’s mail, 


